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Well.... HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2024 is already looking like it is going to be quite exciting
We start the year with some really big news that is all over the Internet just in time for CES (go
figure) - Microsoft has announced the first major change to the Windows keyboard layout in 30
years.

PLEASE read "Signs and Portents" under the Cloud and AI section below.

We are now getting a dedicated CoPilot Key! I think this is a genius marketing move on the part
of Microsoft as it will drive interest in CoPilot and drive sales of new hardware at the same time.
A PC without a Co-Pilot key will just look so old and uncool! (If you are not sold on the Co-Pilot
idea, then there may be seriously good deals on keyboards without the Co-Pilot key in the
coming months).
So, brace yourself for a flood of requests for new notebooks with the "cool AI key" and the Intel
AI Core Ultra CPU (Meteor Lake) inside!

The next two weeks will be dominated by what is happening at CES, and then the aftermath.
Most of the events are going to be live-streamed here.
You will see an interesting addition to the Keynotes, L'Oreal is going to be presenting - which I
think will be really interesting!

Here is a list of all the session categories you can visit:

Keynotes and Great Minds – your chance to hear from global industry leaders.
Research Summit – insights into the trends impacting consumer behavior and more.
Innovation Policy Summit – where government officials and industry experts discuss AI,
AVs, health care, privacy, blockchain, international trade, competition, and more.
C Space Storytellers – conversations around the future of advertising, brand marketing
and more.
CMO Insights – a look at how AI and other tools impact marketing strategy.

If colleagues want to join the maillist they can click here.

Hardware
Dell Releases new Laptops with the CoPilot Key
Dell has updated it's range of XPS la[tops with a bunch of new features most Notably the Core
Ultra CPU's and the THE KEY!

Intel to announce roadmap beyond 18A
Up to now we have only had a picture of Intel's roadmap to 2025, but now we are going to get
insight into what the more distant future holds Read more here.

The Best Business Monitor for 2024
Dell has announced its new 40" curved 5K monitor for business use. This is probably the best
monitor you can get for 2024!
Read more about it here. The only monitor that you can consider that would beat the Dell
monitor is the SAMSUNG 57" 8K Odyssey. Both monitors have the same pixel density of 144
PPI

The First Graphene Processor
This should be read in conjunction with "Signs and Portents".
Signs and Portents was written without considering how Graphene processing technology
could accelerate what is being predicted. It is truly scary and exciting when you look at the bigger
picture of technological development and where this might take us.
This new announcement about graphene is exciting as it suggests that processors using this
technology will be able to work significantly faster and consume less power.
There is a great YouTube Video here  that explains this development in more detail.

ZEISS Announces a SmartGlass Transparent Camera
Imagine the window or screen you look at or through is actually a camera as well. Gone is the
need for a cut-out or a hole in a screen to poke a camera through - the screen IS the camera!

https://www.engadget.com/microsoft-copilot-keyboard-keys-are-coming-to-windows-11-pcs-at-ces-2024-080126519.html
https://live.ces.tech/
https://click.cta-tech.org/?qs=2f31daffdff56c9c6806feb8984e9b8fe07a71a576602d4ca4b86cd5eca045eed755433d4808b7886fc7796047f69282
https://click.cta-tech.org/?qs=2f31daffdff56c9ccc0b50168a6840296190f4c631753a7be7d3b49bad4d0f473db647f4e75570fdf83460873ff99c23
https://click.cta-tech.org/?qs=2f31daffdff56c9cf66c2f8fe779019a79751d4d0d6456a46e01e547dc67d4074728e274538663902a3afcd8fdcdec21
https://click.cta-tech.org/?qs=2f31daffdff56c9c7c1e970cb06db914e862324da88661f059c461c33c2d71070b4646e14148191a1661b4d9b918bf5a
https://click.cta-tech.org/?qs=2f31daffdff56c9c52ffdb0f9339f739602093533d05d9c4856d36f632d5a2a2a94fafa8ba83cde0b69a0baed82426fa
https://click.cta-tech.org/?qs=e64c5c2eafb002f6bd364e453df52994fa42aee3702a58c4d63866ad8baa6c51505d8fb90ab8e1160c0a2be25c3e40a0
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/VjLC01D?source_id=ec80f4bb-8114-448b-b966-569569e90c04&source_type=em&c=
https://www.engadget.com/dell-unveils-new-xps-13-14-and-16-laptops-ahead-of-ces-2024-110041195.html
https://www.tomshardware.com/pc-components/cpus/intel-to-reveal-its-roadmap-beyond-the-18a-18nm-process-node-in-a-few-weeks-the-company-will-share-its-post-5n4y-roadmap-soon
https://www.engadget.com/dell-unveils-its-curved-40-inch-5k-monitor-at-ces-claiming-five-star-eye-comfort-050102378.html
https://www.samsung.com/za/monitors/gaming/odyssey-neo-g9-g95nc-57-inch-240hz-curved-dual-uhd-ls57cg952nuxen/
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/first-functional-graphene-semiconductor-paves-the-path-to-post-silicon-chips-georgia-tech-researchers-material-can-be-used-with-standard-chipmaking-methods
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-F9e7MUTSdk


ZEISS has made this announcement just in time for CES 2024 (of course) with a press release
explaining what this "Smart Glass" can do - and acting as a camera is just one of the things it
can do.
The idea of "Smart Glass" has been around for a while, but being able to act as a camera, is
new! Read more here,

Microsoft
New Revision to the Windows Keyboard and CoPilot App for iOS and Android
As you may have noticed this news is everywhere, but what slipped under the radar is the
release of the CoPilot Apps. Read more here. More detail on the apps here  and here.

Create new Office Documents with One Link
Microsoft has got some new domain names. For example, when you click on a https://word.new
link, it will open a new Word Document. This applies to Excel etc....Read here for more detail .

Cloud and AI
Signs and Portents
This insightful paper talks about what we can expect from AI in 2024.
It is quite long, but I really urge you to read it if you are involved in any way with AI, from deciding
to procure CoPilot from Microsoft through to using AI to developing apps, or even just using Bing
Chat, GPT 3.5, 4.0 or Bard for any thought you may want an opinion on, or if you are starting to
use AI to support your work, and if you are not I urge you to consider starting....
This paper references other papers that are important to read as well , so this is not a 5-
minute read, but very very important. (Tip: Use Chat GPT 4 or CoPilot to help summarise it for
you - but be sure to give it context when prompting)
The Author addresses points that I have been emphasising for a while, especially relating to a
Harvard paper that reveals the use of GPT-4 significantly improved the quality of results from the
consultants.
He talks about a paper that looked at legal work, where there too is a significant improvement in
quality.
One notable outcome of the studies is that the biggest improvements are for lower performers
when they used GPT-4 to help them - this is called the levelling effect where AI helps those not
performing well to rise to be close to those of the best performers
He addresses the importance of adopting AI aggressively and uses an example of what the CEO
of the company IgniteTech did - he gave everybody a paid subscription to GPT-4 and fired
anybody who did not try to use it at least once in the first month, and gave prizes to those that
showed how they were using GPT-4 to improve their work. Clearly, this is a bit extreme, but it is
worth pondering when considering how you should be adopting AI enhancement for your
employees to do better, however it is important to pay attention to what he calls "The Jagged
Frontier" where it becomes clear that AI is better at some tasks than others.

What is really worth paying attention to is the chart at the beginning of the paper, which shows
the timelines of expected milestones of AI technologies in the next 10 years, but pay close
attention to the band between 2025 and 2030.
Clearly, with the announcement of the first functional Graphene semiconductor this week, this
could completely change the roadmap from 2030 onwards, and we may even see SGI (Super
General Intelligence before 2040!

Bard Advanced to compete with ChatGPT
2024 will surely be the year of AI as competition heats up between all the big players. It looks like
Google is getting ready to compete head-on with ChatGPT (aka Microsoft). Read more here.

Security
New Flaw Lets Attackers Bypass Security and Spoof Emails
A new flaw has been found to allow bad guys to send emails from arbitrary email addresses. We
have to remain ever-vigilant! Read more here.

What's up at FTG
We will be back at work from next week, so news on what we are planning for 2024 will start from
next week as well.

https://www.zeiss.com/corporate/en/about-zeiss/present/newsroom/press-releases/2023/microoptics-ces.html
https://redmondmag.com/articles/2024/01/04/microsoft-introduces-copilot-keyboard-key.aspx
https://www.ghacks.net/2023/12/30/microsoft-copilot-for-ios-and-ipados-released/
https://venturebeat.com/ai/microsoft-copilot-app-is-a-stealthy-ai-launch-that-you-should-pay-attention-to/
https://office-watch.com/2024/discover-microsoft-office-quick-start-new-links/
https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/signs-and-portents
https://www.oneusefulthing.org/p/signs-and-portents
https://www.techradar.com/computing/artificial-intelligence/google-bard-advanced-leak-hints-at-imminent-launch-for-chatgpt-rival
https://thehackernews.com/2024/01/smtp-smuggling-new-threat-enables.html


Movies
Sadly, 2024 is going to be a bleak year for the movie industry as Hollywood is still recovering
from COVID and now more recently the writer's strike that has caused even more delays in
productions. Disney is badly affected.
Nevertheless, here is a list of movies we can expect for January (worldwide).

Now Playing: One Life
Now Playing: Noah's Ark
12 January: Mean Girls
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