
TOP STORIES #50
News from Microsoft has slowed down a bit, but still a lot of interesting things going on this week.
For all new members this week, welcome!
You can read last week's letter #49 here.
If you would like to invite others to Join, they can click here.

Hardware
What is all fuss about the Intel Meteor Lake Generation of CPU's
Well, there is a lot.
The first is that these new CPU's contain a special processor dedicated to certain types of AI
workloads (NPU/VPU), taking the pressure off the GPU. Next, is that the GPU inside the CPU
can deliver "ok" gaming performance, and then Intel is using a Chiplet design that allows it to
make the CPU up out of different pieces of silicone from different foundries, allowing for more
efficient designs leading to better battery life at higher levels of performance.
In addition to all this Intel has a brand new naming convention, where it is resetting these
generational releases back to starting with 1. All these changes are very important to
understand especially from a procurement perspective. The basic things that you used to
include in your RFQ's specifications like Core i5, I7, I9 etc.... are no longer applicable. It is very
important to meet with your First Tech Hardware AM to understand the new models coming
down the line so you can update your specifications, and I URGE you to consider changing your
minimum memory specification to 32Gig (See TOP STORIES #46 about Microsoft changing the
minimum specification). Remember, what you buy today will be in your environment all the way
through to 2027.
Here is a great summary from Linus Tech Tips  explaining just what the Intel Meteor Lake
CPU is all about, along with the change in the naming convention.

End of the line for UHP lamp based projectors
In the EU regulations banning the manufacture and sale of UHP lamps will come into effect in
2026.
Right now, the ban is limited to the EU, but it is likely to ensure that manufacturers will not be
investing in R&D in UHP lamp-based projectors going forward, so it is now a good idea to
consider transitioning to LED and Laser-based models. You can read more here.

Microsoft
CoPilot in Teams has been updated
Microsoft is rolling out a new CoPilot experience in Teams allowing better prompts (including
accessing a library of prompts) and the ability to see your chat history. You can read more detail
about this update here.

Older computers will not be able to upgrade to Windows 11 24H2
Only CPU's that support the POPCNT instruction will be able to run this major upgrade of
Windows 11.It may sound dramatic, but this instruction has been supported by CPU's going back
14 years (the Intel Nehalem and AMD Phenom II era).
There will be no workaround, so if you have modified Windows 11 to run on these only
machines, this is now the end of the line. You can read more about this here.
Here are instructions on how to check what CPU you have .
And here is how to check if your CPU supports the POPCNT instruction .
This is a reminder that you should start removing old machines from your environment that can
only run Windows 10 on 8GB of RAM. This is necessary as Windows 10 will reach end of
support in October 2025. Of course, Google has been quick to say that these machines could be
upgraded to ChromeOS Flex, but not without some potential drawbacks. You can read more
about that here.
Please read on below about servers ready to expire in 2024......

Reminder: Microsoft Servers coming to end of support in 2024
This is a reminder of all the versions of Microsoft server products coming to End of Support.

Dynamics CRM 2013
Microsoft Host Integration Server 2013
Team Foundation Server 2013
SQL Server 2014
SQL Server Parallel data Warehouse EoS has been pushed out to March 2026

https://conta.cc/42y3NcN
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/VjLC01D/firsttech?source_id=2fbd2cae-bf6b-4b69-8acb-63ed24b031c8&source_type=em&c=
https://conta.cc/47E3HRX
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gape0TpU3I4
https://www.techradar.com/televisions/end-of-an-era-for-home-theater-fans-new-eu-regulations-spell-lights-out-for-lamp-based-projectors
https://redmondmag.com/articles/2024/02/12/new-copilot-in-teams-app.aspx
https://www.tomshardware.com/news/tiny11-23h2-windows-released-with-greater-functionality-numerous-bugfixes
https://www.tomshardware.com/software/windows/existing-workarounds-fail-with-new-windows-11-requirement-that-invalidates-older-cpus-microsofts-popcnt-restriction-appears-to-be-unbreakable
https://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/how-to-find-out-what-cpu-your-computer-has/
https://www.neowin.net/news/how-to-check-if-your-old-computer-can-run-windows-11-version-24h2/#:~:text=This open%2Dsource utility with,of the road for you.
https://redmondmag.com/articles/2024/02/15/google-touts-chromeos-flex.aspx


and then of course the Living Dead - (Extended Support)
Windows Server 2008, ESU Year 4 for Azure only (Jan. 9, 2024)
Windows Server 2008 R2, ESU Year 4 for Azure only (Jan. 9, 2024)
Microsoft SQL Server 2012, ESU Year 2 (July 9, 2024)
Windows Server 2012, ESU Year 1 (Oct. 8, 2024)
Windows Server 2012 R2, ESU Year 1 (Oct. 8, 2024)

You can read more about the migration options here .

Cloud and AI
Chat with RTX your OWN GPU
NVIDIA has released a LLM that can do similar things that ChatGPT or CoPilot can do, but the AI
engine lives on your computer, and only works on the data you point it to. It is a early beta and
can be glitchy, but gives you an interesting insight into how much machine intelligence can be
exposed using the processing power of your own computer. It is very glitchy, so if you do install
it, treat it as a demonstration of what is possible.
Increasingly, you will find really powerful LLMs being able to run on your own computer without
needing the cloud.
Figuring out the best way to leverage AI is a marathon, not a sprint, but what is very clear. you
MUST BE STARTING THE RACE NOW!
Here is a good guide on installing Chat with RTX. Here is another good guide as well.

ChatGPT getting a memory
In becoming more your trusted assistant, conversations no longer have to start from scratch, but
is this a step towards General intelligence?
Read more on this here.

OpenAI Shows off Sora
This is a huge leap in AI's ability to render realistic videos from prompts. I'm almost scared to
wonder what will be possible in 3 years time?
Read more about it and see example clips here .

Security
New Azure hacking campaign
Hackers are going after C-suite executives with a targeted campaign. This is another constant
reminder to make sure one's security posture is constantly reviewed and users are educated on
how they can be tricked into granting a bad actor access. Read more here.

What's up at FTG
An Insider View of Microsoft Security CoPilot
BUI is excited to personally invite you and your team to an exclusive one-on-one demo session
we are hosting featuring Microsoft Security Copilot. It's a fantastic opportunity for us to showcase
this cutting-edge technology to you. Sign up here.

Nintex AI-Powered Process Automation - want to know more?
Join First Technology Digital as we delve into the transformative realm of Nintex's AI-powered
Process Automation.
When
29 February 2024, 10h00 to 11h00
Where
Online webinar, register here

Movies
Now Playing: Madame Web (turned out to be a lot better than the critics were saying)
Now Playing: Bob Marley One Love
23 February: Demon Slayer: To the Hashira Training
23 February: Frankie end Felipe
23 February: Oppenheimer (re-issue)
23 February: Miller's Girl

First Technology | Midrand, Johannesburg, GAUTENG 2191 South Africa

https://redmondmag.com/Articles/2024/01/08/Microsoft-Server-Products-Ending-2024.aspx
https://www.windowscentral.com/software-apps/nvidia-chat-with-rtx-hands-on
https://www.videogamer.com/tech/ai/how-to-use-nvidia-chat-with-rtx/
https://www.techradar.com/computing/artificial-intelligence/chatgpt-is-getting-human-like-memory-and-this-might-be-the-first-big-step-toward-general-ai
https://www.wired.com/story/openai-sora-generative-ai-video/
https://www.techradar.com/pro/security/a-new-microsoft-azure-hacking-campaign-is-targeting-high-end-executives
https://share.hsforms.com/1ywKhNgFjTvSB2gW3tBSqMw51r7x
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ut1rEdQWSCQSvBq9QO1YIoNCRZa0N7ImZ5f45psifi1xIhvS19wYYaEcVwnUlzREKvFAH8FOajOtdcgstKdTnPHr0-sZ18Gw6BqLq5Gh63GHUn6iDoSyARLG9bntzRuN_iPC1kFFplce7YvniWm7GPQTFVJn0yZe3iclFwbl_dm7qUxpDyC3UWEJjMt19e2u87t0GZtnvWdBWNxNV4THl_zp3m05-nLnto9ePtSkGPHzzB3px4s3y4rNZNYmjq0hnnVVt3BchO9GB883RRMIjJ_LxMuxnyQNMU0Ys03h5_l3wakiqDJgrln-K0a4hAJ0xtCloO_HrxbzkoxXFwuwFqWzYNZx1eFziaOltMf5X7fPPLi1zjq_ciAF3paGeFl6aSupdUewcuPoJGSUKpkGDBQO2hNLGpSWrNdwgZFoM1RP0xgi3RJz8hRqVYGzrFFb&c=uZb2AxI2fWnAH9HIDImEuGhwHGVgWw1fLMW-G69BzC_2cavOFpVpSg==&ch=u7xWEgWoQrx2zyBSBbBVKo52FKOgIe1joaXPiv_bPZcnwXlquDubHA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GDPhshSnjXVlpORiKi705RbqpZTIgorhCeJ__u_vGTnxdZlXBnnXYMM6buRzQTX6l14YM9GLgumPKWDIT1X2T85l_iW8ssK51CeBQhUNmbgFhqYmdsObhGpiVMIYHWFc5BLjQ9VDuubSIhAsqDh2M44qNT78qCVD_uHfSEOmc9krc5XHae5czN7I1cdgwRy4B4uM1t_Ku6VgmT9-lOu0vepifce6K_3N17Ydfu9wbDg=&c=Pj_ebC8cXTIx4s1jNZuVQl1nfeTlR00DInWC4Y1kIfN14BSlNEo59A==&ch=bfY-5xUY3vB3OBlLdxlofL4FTTlxzxCdC_G9sMumRJNV2j6sp0LPdA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GDPhshSnjXVlpORiKi705RbqpZTIgorhCeJ__u_vGTnxdZlXBnnXYMM6buRzQTX6Qhex1wtcjG2qQjRwB6oItctduoN5LO2d23xAmTq5UNyJvANgX2Uj80jGvGuUKiWvT6hfqs_zKtgmPNCRWKUcPk3xFBrvv15e2411pd7J5_OsrcFMDFUmix6t7VrrxfH_QkuaMz-3yl1KBjVdox-Pfn8VPCrrJXIHr5Gjo_LWgDA=&c=Pj_ebC8cXTIx4s1jNZuVQl1nfeTlR00DInWC4Y1kIfN14BSlNEo59A==&ch=bfY-5xUY3vB3OBlLdxlofL4FTTlxzxCdC_G9sMumRJNV2j6sp0LPdA==
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt30395619/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_3_tt_8_nm_0_q_demon%2520slayer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXlVei-eqnE
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi2053751833/?playlistId=tt15398776&ref_=tt_pr_ov_vi
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3506947865/?playlistId=tt8310486&ref_=tt_pr_ov_vi
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